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Questions and Answers

1. Read the poem aloud. Recite any stanza of your choice from memory.

Question 1.

Read the poem aloud. Recite any stanza of your choice from memory.

2. Answer the following questions with reference to the poem.

Question a.

What is described in the poem?

Answer:

The poetess Charlotte Druitt Cole describes the clothes on the clothesline swaying in the wind,
waiting to be free.

Question b.

What are the clothes compared to? Give two examples.

Answer:
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The clothes are compared to white snow, restive horses, fairy-tale witches, a bird and a sail.

Question c.

What do restive horses do?

Answer:

Restive horses are unable to remain still; dance in a lively, playful manner and walk or move
with high springy steps.

OR

Restive horses caper and prance

Question d.

What do fairy-tale witches do?

Answer:

Fairy-tale, witches dance wildly in a very hard and violent manner.

Question e.

What did one of the fluttering creatures do?

Answer:

One of the fluttering creatures freed herself from the clutches of the pegs, and soared high into
the air like a bird and made it difficult for anyone to find her.

Question f.

What could have happened to the one who flew away? Who was she?

Answer:

The one who flew away happened to be the poetess’ handkerchief. She could be hidden
somewhere in a ditch or drowned in the sea.

3. Form groups and discuss the following questions:

Question a.
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Why are clothes compared to living things?

Answer:

The clothes are compared to living things, as they feel they need to be free from any kind of
bondage just like living things.

Question b.

The events described in the poem take place at a certain place, at a certain period of the
year, under specific weather conditions. Describe the place, the time and the weather
conditions.

Answer:

The events described may be taking place in the backyard of a household, during the spring
season, whilst the warm air in the afternoon makes the weather seem warmer than usual.

4. When we say that two or more words rhyme, we mean that they end with the same
sound or syllable. For example, ‘ring – sing’. Rhyming words are often used in the verse
at the end of the lines. List the rhyming words from the poem. Note the words ‘behind’
and ‘wind’. They have similar spellings, that is they look the same. But they are
pronounced differently, that is, they do not ‘sound’ the same. This is known as ‘eye
rhyme’. Separate the examples of eye rhymes from the following list.

Answer:

Rhyming Words
Eye Rhyme words

cry- try none – shone

stronger – longer shut – put

laughter –
daughter

imply – simply

won – done

known – grown

beat – feat
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5. List all the phrases from the poem in which two or more words are joined with ‘and’.

Question 1.

List all the phrases from the poem in which two or more words are joined with ‘and’.

Answer:

1. hither and thither
2. caper and prance
3. shiver and skip
4. flipping and flapping and flopping

6. Form groups and discuss what must have happened to the handkerchief. Write the
story in your own words.

Question 1.

Form groups and discuss what must have happened to the handkerchief. Write the story
in your own words.

Answer:

Wash your handkerchief clean. Hang it with a peg to dry in the wind. Watch how it flutters.

7. Wash your handkerchief clean. Hang it with a peg to dry in the wind. Watch how it
flutters.

Question 1.

Wash your handkerchief clean. Hang it with a peg to dry in the wind. Watch how it flutters.

8. Complete the following comparisons.

as white us ………………….

as green as ………………….

us red as ………………….

as blue as ………………….

us black as ………………….
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as bright as ………………….

Question a.

Rewrite these comparisons using the comparative degree.

Example: Whiter than snow

Answer:

● Bluer than sky
● Blacker than coal.
● Redder than blood.

Question b.

Find suitable objects for each comparison.

Example: Petals or flowers or feathers whiter than snow.

Answer:

● Ocean or eyes bluer than sky.
● Leaves or moss greener than grass.
● Crow or night blacker than coal.
● Sapphire or rose redder than blood.
● Stars or light brighter than sun.

Additional Important Questions and Answers

Reading Skills and Poetic Device

Read the following extract and answer the questions given below.

Question 1.

How do the clothes on the clothesline dance?

Answer:

The clothes on the clothesline dance hand-in-hand in a row, hither and thither, and to and fro.

Question 2.
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How do they go?

Answer:

They go flipping, flopping and flapping away.

Question 3.

What are the clothes on the clothesline compared to?

Answer:

The clothes on the clothesline are compared to fluttering creatures that are as white as snow.

Question 4.

What do they do in the merry March wind?

Answer:

The clothes on the clothesline shiver and skip in the merry March wind.

Question 5.

Pick out the rhyming words from the 1st stanza.

Answer:

The rhyming words are ‘row-fro-go-snow’.

Question 6.

Pick out the eye rhyme pair from the 2nd stanza.

Answer:

The pair of eye rhyme in the 2nd stanza is ‘behind-wind’.

Read the following extract and answer the questions given below.

Question 1.

How was she struggling? Why?
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Answer:

She was struggling wildly to be free.

Question 2.

Whom did she leave behind?

Answer:

She left pegs and clothesline behind.

Question 3.

How did she fly?

Answer:

She flew like a bird.

Question 4.

What did she gleam like?

Answer:

She gleamed like a sail in the sun.

Question 5.

What was she doing for fun?

Answer:

She was flipping and flopping and flapping for fun.

Question 6.

Where could she now be?

Answer:

She could now be hidden in a ditch or drowned in the sea.
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Question 7.

What does the poetess know?

Answer:

The poetess knows for a fact that her handkerchief won’t ever come back to her pocket.

Question 8.

Pick out the rhyming words from the 2nd stanza.

Answer:

The rhyming words are : sun – fun; be – sea.

Paraphrase:

The white clothes that are hung on the clotheslines seem to be dancing in a carefree manner.
The clothes’ movements resemble restless horses and their dance reminds the poetess of the
wild dance of witches in fairy tales when they dance in the March wind. The poet claims to have
seen her handkerchief struggling to be free of the pegs, thereby freeing herself and flying out of
reach, like a bird.

The poetess saw her handkerchief flying away merrily. The handkerchief could now be
somewhere hiding in a ditch or drowned in the sea. The poetess feels sad about the
handkerchief leaving her, knowing very well that she won’t return.

Introduction:

The poetess Charlotte Druitt speaks about the clothes, flapping and blowing on the clothesline
on a windy day. She mentions about her handkerchief which left the pegs, gleaming like a sail in
the sun and no one could find her.

Glossary:

1. ditch – a trench
2. gleam – a small shaft, stream of light
3. sail – a piece of cloth attached to the mast of a boat to catch the wind and propel it.
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About About Maharashtra State Board
(MSBSHSE)
The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary

Education or MSBSHSE (Marathi: महाराष्ट्र राज्य माध्यमिक आणि उच्च
माध्यमिक शिक्षण मंडळ), is an autonomous and statutory body

established in 1965. The board was amended in the year 1977 under

the provisions of the Maharashtra Act No. 41 of 1965.

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary

Education (MSBSHSE), Pune is an independent body of the

Maharashtra Government. There are more than 1.4 million students

that appear in the examination every year. The Maha State Board

conducts the board examination twice a year. This board conducts the

examination for SSC and HSC.

The Maharashtra government established the Maharashtra State

Bureau of Textbook Production and Curriculum Research, also

commonly referred to as Ebalbharati, in 1967 to take up the

responsibility of providing quality textbooks to students from all

classes studying under the Maharashtra State Board. MSBHSE

prepares and updates the curriculum to provide holistic development

for students. It is designed to tackle the difficulty in understanding the

concepts with simple language with simple illustrations. Every year

around 10 lakh students are enrolled in schools that are affiliated with

the Maharashtra State Board.
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FAQs

Where do I get the Maharashtra State Board Books PDF For free download?

You can download the Maharashtra State Board Books from the eBalbharti

official website, i.e. cart.ebalbharati.in or from this article.

Add image

How to Download Maharashtra State Board Books?

Students can get the Maharashtra Books for primary, secondary, and senior

secondary classes from here.  You can view or download the Maharashtra

State Board Books from this page or from the official website for free of

cost. Students can follow the detailed steps below to visit the official website

and download the e-books for all subjects or a specific subject in different

mediums.

Step 1: Visit the official website ebalbharati.in

Step 2: On the top of the screen, select "Download PDF textbooks"

Step 3: From the "Classes" section, select your class.

Step 4: From "Medium", select the medium suitable to you.

Step 5: All Maharashtra board books for class 11th will now be displayed on

the right side.

Step 6: Click on the "Download" option to download the PDF book.

Who developed the Maharashtra State board books?

As of now, the MSCERT and Balbharti are responsible for the syllabus and

textbooks of Classes 1 to 8, while Classes 9 and 10 are under the

Maharashtra State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE).

How many state boards are there in Maharashtra?

The Maharashtra State Board of Secondary & Higher Secondary Education,

conducts the HSC and SSC Examinations in the state of Maharashtra

through its nine Divisional Boards located at Pune, Mumbai, Aurangabad,

Nasik, Kolhapur, Amravati, Latur, Nagpur and Ratnagiri.
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About IndCareer

IndCareer.com is a leading developer of online career guidance resources for the Indian
marketplace. Established in 2007, IndCareer.com is currently used by over thousands of
institutions across India, including schools, employment agencies, libraries, colleges
and universities.

IndCareer.com is designed to assist you in making the right career decision - a decision
that meets your unique interests and personality.

For any clarifications or questions you can write to info@indcareer.com

Postal Address

IndCareer.com

52, Shilpa Nagar,
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Nagpur -  440015
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WhatsApp: +91 9561 204 888
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