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Think It Out

1. Identify the stanzas that talks of each of the following.
Individuality rationalism hypocrisy

Answer

Individuality- Third stanza

Rationalism- First stanza

Hypocrisy- Second stanza

2. What according to the poem is involved in the process of
growing up?

Answer

According to the poem, the process of growing up involves the attainment
of mental maturity. A person is said to be grown up when he has become
logical, rational and is able to build his own thoughts. A grown up has the
power to distinguish between reality and fantasy.

A grown up individual understands the actions of others just as the poet
recognises the hiatus between the preaching and the practice of the adults.
He realises the hypocrisy and the double standards maintained by the
adults. A mature individual also asserts his thoughts and opinions.
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3. What is the poet’s feeling towards childhood?

Answer
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The poet does not appear to feel sad or upset at the loss of his childhood.
He only seems to be puzzled at the disappearance of childhood and the
arrival of adulthood. He expresses his confusion when he asks the questions
‘When’ and ‘Where did my childhood go’?

4. Which do you think are the most poetic lines? Why?
Answer

The lines that seem to be the most poetic are:

‘It went to some forgotten place,

That’s hidden in an infant’s face;

That’s all I know.’

These lines sum up beautifully the process of growth and the disappearance
of a particular stage of life. These lines express metaphorically that an
infant’s innocent face hides many things behind its smiles. Perhaps the
childhood also lies hidden somewhere in the child’s consciousness.
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Chapterwise NCERT Solutions for
Class 11 English Hornbill (Poem) :

e Poem 1-A Photograph

e Poem 2-Laburnum Top

e Poem 23-Voice of the Rain

e Poem 4-Childhood
e Poem 5-Father to Son
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an
autonomous organization of the Government of India which was
established in 1961 as a literary, scientific, and charitable Society
under the Societies Registration Act. The major objectives of NCERT
and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and coordinate
research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish
model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and
develop educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc.

Organise pre-service and in-service training of teachers; develop and
disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational
departments, universities, NGOs and other educational institutions;
act as a clearing house for ideas and information in matters related
to school education; and act as a nodal agency for achieving the
goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.

Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in New Delhi.
Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.

11 I\ dl CGH


https://ncert.nic.in/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-11th-class-english-hornbill-poem-4-childhood/
https://www.indcareer.com/schools/ncert-solutions-for-11th-class-english-hornbill-poem-4-childhood/

