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Reading with Insight

1. What do you understand of Einstein’s nature from his
conversations with his history teacher, his mathematics teacher
and the head teacher?

Answer

Einstein’s behavior seemed to be extremely unruly. He didn't believe in the
then prevailing system of education. His nature was a spontaneous one. He
found memorising facts and dates quite useless. Ideas lured him more than
facts because of which he had a heated argument on education with his
history teacher. He was so restless and indifferent to the importance of
attending school that he didn't mind not attending it at all. From his
conversation with the Maths teacher, we come to know that he was a
student who actually had some interest in mathematics, that being the only
class in which he paid a lot of attention and never wasted his time. He
wasn't open and outright in front of his Mathematics teacher. His behavior
had turned mild before his teacher which showed his level of respect and
obediance for elders. Later, when he confronts the headmaster, we find him
defensive at the beginning and carefree at the end of the meeting.
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2. The school system often curbs individual talents. Discuss.
Answer

School nowadays is about memorizing a bunch of facts and spitting them
back out on a test or exam. There is no learning involved, just
memorization. Students should be taught things of importance. The
grading system is messed up too. How can you grade something on
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creativity? You can't. Albert Einstein said "Everyone's a genius, but if you
judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will spend its whole life believing
it is stupid”

3. How do you distinguish between information gathering and
insight formation?

Answer

Information gathering refers to collection of data and facts. It means
knowledge of specific events or situations that has been gathered or
received by communication. Insight formation, on the other hand, refers to
the perception one has of things through his deep understanding of a
subject. Insight refers to the capacity to discern the true nature of a
situation. Thus, it might differ from person to person, depending on
everyone's ideas and concepts.
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About NCERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training is an
autonomous organization of the Government of India which was
established in 1961 as a literary, scientific, and charitable Society
under the Societies Registration Act. The major objectives of NCERT
and its constituent units are to: undertake, promote and coordinate
research in areas related to school education; prepare and publish
model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters, journals and
develop educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc.

Organise pre-service and in-service training of teachers; develop and
disseminate innovative educational techniques and
practices;collaborate and network with state educational
departments, universities, NGOs and other educational institutions;
act as a clearing house for ideas and information in matters related
to school education; and act as a nodal agency for achieving the
goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education.

Its headquarters are located at Sri Aurobindo Marg in New Delhi.
Visit the Official NCERT website to learn more.
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